


Recapping 
First Boot 
Camp of ‘08
Networking, camarade-
rie, and instruction on 
business building and 
funding are highlights 
of  fi rst Boot Camp 
event in 2008.

More than 50 small business and industry lead-
ers gathered for the 2008 Technology Entre-
preneur Boot Camp, held at the Toledo Hilton 
on March 14. The Boot Camp was designed 
as an interactive forum where attendees come 
together for networking, strategizing, fact-fi nd-
ing and education in a relaxed atmosphere.

Topics covered included sales, fi nancing, legal 
and accounting issues and partner resources. 
Chip Hambro of First Solar held a special Q & 
A session during lunch, which proved to be the 
highlight of the event.

Attendees were also given ample opportunity 
to network with fellow guests, making impor-
tant connections and exchanging ideas. Each 
guest went home with a “Handbook to Suc-
cess,” as a reference as they build their busi-
nesses.

Attendee Feedback: Favorite Aspects of the 
Boot Camp:

“Speakers were very engaging and • 
personable. There was a feeling of genuine 
helpfulness.”

“Just starting out is hard, this program • 
really made me feel as though I was given 
an MBA in a day!”

“I loved the ‘handbook to success,’ it is a • 
great reference piece.”

(l-r) Brian Saul, Information Command Systems, Mike Brooks Rocket 
Ventures and Milt Baker, Bowling Green State University discuss the days 
events.

(l-r) RV clients Phil Cox, John Wasserman and Robert Redmond network 
in between sessions.

Fun 
Fact:

Sending e-newsletters like 

the Rocket Report save the 

environment more than 75 

million pounds of paper, 

nearly 1 million trees and 

nearly 2 million pounds of 

greenhouse gases each year.
Source: e-commerce times



We Want to 
Hear from 

YOU!
Please send us your com-
ments on this issue, ideas 
for future stories, and news 
about how your company is 
changing the entrepreneurial 
and technology landscapes. 

Direct comments to:

  Julie Myers
  Editor
  Rocket Report
  myers@rgp.org
  419.252.2700 x 310

The National Geographic Channel recent-
ly featured a program titled “The Human 
Footprint.” The purpose of the show is to 
show viewers how much we eat, drink, 
use and consume over our lifetimes. One 
of the main themes of the show is show-
ing how advancements in technology are 
wreaking havoc on the environment. 

Rocket Ventures is looking to change that 
misconception by working with clients 
whose non-linear thinking has the po-
tential to not only change the technology 
landscape, but will improve the global 
environment as well.

One company that exemplifi es this vision 
is Blue Water Satellite, LLC.  The com-

pany, who was recently awarded a Rocket 
Ventures Ignite! Grant, developed a 
propriety algorithm and software that en-
ables the satellite photos to be converted 
digitally and accurately identifi es cy-
anobacteria in its early stages. Because its 
software will locate cyanobacteria early, 
the company’s service will help municipal 
and private water suppliers to cost effec-
tively treat for the potential risk. 

“Blue Water Satellite is a company that is 
poised to have a signifi cant global impact 
on drinking water resources,” said Greg 
Knudson, director, Rocket Ventures. “We 
are delighted to help enable them to take 
the next step in the company’s develop-
ment.” 

What’s in Your Water?   
RV Invests in Blue Water Satellite 

Photovoltaics (PV) is in many ways the most exciting 
and promising of solar technologies. If you’ve ever 
used a solar calculator, you’ve seen PV in action. As 
the name suggests, photovoltaic cells produce elec-
tricity directly from sunlight, a free and inexhaustible 
energy souce. PV is distinct from other kinds of so-
lar energy in that it harnesses the sun’s light, rather 
than its heat. Because the hardware needed for this 
is entirely solid-state electronics, photovoltaic cells 
are extremely low-maintenance and have very long 
lifespans. 

What is Photovoltaic 
Energy?

You Ask ... We Answer!

Source:  PV Society

Above: Image of Lake Erie.
Below: Same image run through the Blue 
Water Algorithm. Red Areas show high levels 
of bacteria.




